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FrAmSetINg

tú skalt velja eitt av hesum evnunum og skriva um tað:

A. The World of 2014, as predicted 50 years ago ................................. s. 3-5
Answer 1 or 2:

1. Comment on Asimov’s predictions. Some of his predictions were right, others weren’t, 
 especially the last one seems to annoy the writer of the article, why do you think that is? 
 What’s your opinion about predictions like those Asimov wrote in his article 
 “Visit the World’s Fair 2014”? 

 essay title: Asimov’s Predictions

2. Write a story from 2064 in which you include some predictions of your own.

 essay title: 2064

B. The Dance ............................................................................................ s. 6-7
Answer 1 or 2 or 3:

1. Watch the video and comment on the song and the consert. Have you ever been heartbroken?
 You may include your experiences or make up something.

 essay title:  The Consert

2. Analyse the poem/lyrics.

 essay title: The Dance

3. Write the story behind the song, as if it was your own story.

 essay title: My Song

C. A Friend in Need ................................................................................. s. 8
 Imagine your friend is in real need and you are the only one he/she confides in. Tell the story. 

 You may write it as a diary.

 essay title:   A Friend in Need
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The World of 2014, as 
predicted 50 years agoA

Fifty years ago, American scientist and author Isaac Asimov published a story in the New 
York times that listed his predictions for what the world would be like in 2014.

Asimov wrote more than 500 books in his lifetime, including science fiction novels and 
nonfiction scientific books, so he was well-versed in thinking about the future.
In his article, called “Visit to the World’s Fair of 2014,” Asimov got a whole bunch of his 
guesses right - and his other predictions are making us a little envious of his imagined future.

Correct Predictions
“By 2014, electroluminescent panels will be in common use.”
You may not realize what electroluminescent panels are, but these thin, bright panels are used 
in retail displays, signs, lighting and flat panel TVs.

“Gadgetry will continue to relieve mankind of tedious jobs.”
true. 

“Communications will become sight-sound and you will see as well as hear the person 
you telephone.”
Skype, google Hangout, Facetime and more have made video chatting common.

“The screen can be used not only to see the people you call but also for 
studying documents and photographs and reading passages from books.” 
With computers, tablets and smartphones, all of this is true.

“Robots will neither be common nor very good in 2014, but they will be in existence.”
If you define “robot” as a computer that looks and acts like a human, then this guess is 
definitely true. We don’t have robot servants or robot friends, but we do have robots that 
can twerk, do the “thriller” dance and sing. It sounds like our priorities have been off...

Close, But Not Exact, Predictions
“Kitchen units will be devised that will prepare ‘automeals,’ heating water and con-
verting it to coffee; toasting bread; frying, poaching or scrambling eggs, grilling bacon, 
and so on.”
We have Keurigs and other instant coffee machines - so he’s not too far off there. But as for 
a total “automeal,” we still can’t press a button and have breakfast ready. Someone please 
get on this ASAP.

“Ceilings and walls will glow softly, and in a variety of colors that will change at the 
touch of a push button.”
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this could probably be true if we felt like it, since the technology exists. But glowing walls 
and ceilings aren’t extraordinarily popular.

“The world population will be 6,500,000,000.”
good guess, but it’s actually more like 7,100,000,000.

“Mankind will therefore have become largely a race of machine tenders. Schools will 
have to be oriented in this direction.”
Sure, computer science has become an important field of study, but we have hardly become 
“a race of machine tenders.” Of course, a lot of us are never far from a machine (our smart-
phones) that we pretty much constantly “tend.”

Incorrect Predictions
“The appliances of 2014 will have no electric cords, of course, for they will be powered 
by long-lived batteries running on radioisotopes.”
We might still use electric cords, but at least we have cool surge protectors, right?

“All the high-school students will be taught the fundamentals of computer technology 
will become proficient in binary arithmetic and will be trained to perfection in the use 
of the computer languages that will have developed out of those like the contemporary 
‘Fortran.’”
We wish this was true. Unfortunately, coding classes are still relatively uncommon in high 
schools, and just 1.4 percent of high school AP students took the computer science exam 
in 2012.

We will live in a “society of enforced leisure,” and “the most glorious single word in 
the vocabulary will have become work!”
Sigh. Not yet, Asimov, not yet.

The Huffington Post  by  Alexis Kleinman 

(Some details have been altered for educational purposes)
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What you have to write:

 Answer 1 or 2:

1.  Comment on Asimov’s predictions. Some of his predictions  
 were right, others weren’t, especially the last one seems to 
 annoy the writer of the article, why do you think that is?   
 What’s your opinion about predictions like those Asimov   
 wrote in his article “Visit the World’s Fair 2014”? 

 essay title: Asimov’s Predictions 

2. Write a story from 2064 in which you include some   
 predictions of your own.

 essay title: 2064
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The DanceB
Looking back on the memory of 
the dance we shared beneath the stars above 
For a moment all the world was right 
How could I have known you’d ever say goodbye 

And now I’m glad I didn’t know 
the way it all would end the way it all would go 
Our lives are better left to chance I could have missed the pain 
But I’d have had to miss the dance 

Holding you I held everything 
For a moment wasn’t I the king 
But if I’d only known how a king would fall 
Hey who’s to say you know I might have changed it all 

And now I’m glad I didn’t know 
the way it all would end the way it all would go 
Our lives are better left to chance I could have missed the pain 
But I’d have had to miss the dance 

Yes my life is better left to chance 
I could have missed the pain but I’d have had to miss the dance

       Garth Brooks

Talgilt tilfar
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Answer 1 or 2 or 3:

1. Watch the video and comment on the song and the consert. Have 
you ever been heartbroken? You may include your experiences 
or make up something.

essay title: The Consert

2. Analyse the poem/lyrics.

essay title: The Dance

3.    Write the story behind the song, as if it was your own story.

       essay title: My song

What you have to write:

http://www.savingcountrymusic.com/why-time-has-been-kind-to-garth-brooks-
music
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A Friend in Need

Imagine your friend is in real need and you are the only 
one he/she confides in. Tell the story. You may write it 
as a diary.

essay title: A Friend in Need

What you have to write:

C

http://funlava.com/sad-pictures/


